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ACTU request for conference 

 

JUSTICE ROSS, PRESIDENT MELBOURNE, 15 JULY 2021 

Correspondence from the Australian Council of Trade Unions – COVID-19 pandemic – 
request for conference. 
 
[1] On 15 July 2021, I received a letter from the Australian Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU, ACTU correspondence). A copy of the ACTU correspondence is attached.  
 
[2] The ACTU seeks the Commission’s assistance to develop temporary measures in 
modern awards which are suited to the developing COIVD-19 situation.  
 
[3] The Commission has published the following information notes in relation to the 
COVID-19 pandemic: 
 

• Information note–COVID-19 situation update (last updated 12 July 2021) 
• Information note–Government responses to COVID-19 pandemic (last updated 12 

July 2021). 
 
[4] The ACTU correspondence notes that the Australian and New South Wales (NSW) 
Governments have announced assistance measures for individuals and businesses in response 
to the evolving situation in NSW, and that the ACTU is: 
 

‘concerned to ensure that the modern award system can work in tandem with any 
assistance measures to protect workers’ jobs while ensuring that adjustments which are 
necessary in light of the regulatory responses to the pandemic can be introduced in a 
consultative, co-operative and fair manner.’ 

 
[5] The ACTU correspondence notes further that one of the streams of assistance to 
business (COVID-19 Business Support) will require the maintenance of employee staffing 
levels as a condition of continuing payment, and states that it is desirable for the modern awards 
system to support that requirement. No further details of the assistance package(s) are provided.  
 
[6] The ACTU requests that the Commission convene a conference of major industrial 
relations stakeholders with a view to exploring the issues raised in the ACTU correspondence 
and giving consideration to developing proposals to vary modern awards. 

 

STATEMENT 

https://www.fwc.gov.au/documents/resources/covid-19-information/information-note-covid-19-situation-update-2021-07-12.pdf
https://www.fwc.gov.au/documents/resources/covid-19-information/information-note-government-responses-covid-19-2021-07-12.pdf
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[7] A private conference will be listed at 1pm on Tuesday 20 July 2021. Representatives 
from the following groups are invited to attend: 
 

• Australian Business Industrial 
• ACTU 
• Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
• Australian Industry Group,  
• Australian Retailers Association  
• Council of Small Business Organisations Australia  
• Master Builders Australia  
• Master Grocers Association 
• National Farmers’ Federation  
• National Retail Association  
• Newsagents Association of NSW and ACT 
• A representative from the Australian Government, and  
• A representative from the NSW Treasury. 

 
[8] If the matter proceeds to a further conference, consideration will be given to extending 
the list of participants. 
 
[9] The Australian and the NSW Governments are requested to file information about the 
new COVID-19 support scheme for business, by 4pm on Monday 19 July 2021. This will 
enable the conference to proceed on Tuesday 20 July 2021 on the basis of a common 
understanding of how the scheme will work. 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT 
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