
“Higher state minimum wage tied to lower suicide rates” 

Published by Reuters on April 20, 2019  

Researchers compared minimum wages between US states and found: 

“Every $1.00 increase in a state’s minimum wage was associated with 

a 1.9 percent decrease in its annual suicide rate, the researchers 

calculated.” 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-suicide-wages/higher-state-minimum-wage-

tied-to-lower-suicide-rates-idUSKCN1RV17R  (emphasis mine) 

 

Australian Psychological Society recommends a consultation cost $251 

 “The 2018-2019 Recommended Schedule of Fees has set the standard 45 to 60 

minute consultation fee at $251. This is a recommendation only.” 

https://www.psychology.org.au/for-the-public/about-psychology/what-it-costs 

 

The Medicare rebate for a general psychologist is $84.40 per session  

and $124.50 for a clinical psychologist.   

http://www.redcouchpsychologycounsellingtherapyclinicmelbourne.com.au/consulta

tioncostshealthinsuranceandmedicarerebates.shtml 

 

This means that a patient will have to pay out-of-pocket up to $166.60  

per consultation. 

 

For someone on the weekly minimum wage of $719.20 (gross) their net pay will be circa $634. 

 

The out-of-pocket cost of seeing a psychologist represents one quarter of 

their net weekly income. 

 

Reducing suicides also benefits the economy by reducing lost productivity 

"In addition to the tragedy and human suffering, suicides are also highly costly to 

the economy: One study estimates the average cost of a suicide at $1.3 million, 

primarily due to lost productivity," the paper reads.  

 

https://www.businessinsider.com/raising-the-minimum-wage-could-prevent-suicides-

study-says-2019-4/   Please note that this quote relates to the US economy and is in 

USD.  In Australia, the Productivity Commission is currently researching “The Social 

and Economic Benefits of Improving Mental Health” and will report later this year: 

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/mental-health/issues/mental-health-issues.pdf 

 

Thank you for considering the above in your Review.  Sincerely, Walter Lee 
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